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himself a born leader'of men, a great soldier, a capable
administrator and a chivalrous opponent. He was wise,
tolerant, generous and capable of seeing far beyond his
own time. Both as a strategist, and as a tactician he proved
himself superior to all his opponents, being always re-
sourceful, quick to perceive and utilise his enemy's error.
He is the only statesman in the early eighteenth century
in India whose political aims have been completely ful-
filled, not mocked by subsequent events.

Nizamu'l-Mulk was greatly fond of the company of
the learned with whom he used to hold discourses every
afternoon. He knew Turkish perfectly and took delight in
speaking this language with his Turam officers. He was
a scholar of Persian and wrote poetry in it under the
pseudonyrrTof 'Shakir', which means 'the Resigned One'.
He has left a 'Diwan',1 which has since been published
by Mirza Nasrullah Khan, Daulat Yar Jang, Fidal.

Tolerant towards other religions, Nizamu'1-Mulk was
a devout upholder of Islamic principles with which he had
been imbued from infancy. He took great pains that all the
religious rites and practices should be performed punctili-
ously and with the greatest decorum. He endeavoured to
follow the teachings of the Quran and the Sunnat in every
detail of his personal conduct. But he was far from being a
fanatic- He respected other faiths ; and did not hesitate
to appoint Non-Muslims to high posts of responsibility,
a policy which was usefully followed by his descendants,
His boundless good temper and unfeigned humanity were
such that everyone, irrespective of his religion, who came
in contact with him, admired and loved him. At a time
when the character of the rulers and other public men of
India had sunk to an extremely low level, Nizarnu'1-Mulk
stands out as one of the few really good men of that evil
time.

*A collection of poems in the alphabetical order of the final
letters of the various end-rhymes.